THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN          Il3

1. The ego, in any state of consciousness from utter
insensibility to perfect command of his faculties, and with
possession, in the latter condition, of certain powers far
transcending those that he possesses in his ordinary waking
state.

2. The astral body, ever palpitating with the wild
surgings of emotion and desire.

3. The etheric brain, with a ceaseless procession of
disconnected pictures sweeping through it.

4. The physical brain, with its infantile semi-con-
sciousness and its habit of expressing every stimulus m
pictorial form.

Of course, real dreams are actual experiences, which
have occurred to the ego on the astral or higher planes,
when wandering away from his sleeping physical body.

{a) The True Vision

This is a case where the ego either sees for himself
some fact upon a higher plane of nature, or else has it
impressed upon him by a more advanced entity. He is
made aware of some fact which it is important for him to
know, or perhaps sees some glorious vision which encour-
ages and strengthens him.

(5) The Prophetic Dream

This, too, must be attributed exclusively to the
action of the ego, who either foresees for himself or is told
of some future event for which he wishes to prepare his
lower consciousness. Sometimes the event is one of serious
moment, such as death or disaster, while often the
prophecy is evidently intended as a warning.
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